
 

 
Project Description  

The proposed scheme comprises: 
2x3b5p rented homes 
1x2b4p rented home 
1x3b5p shared ownership home 
1x2b4p shared ownership home 
2x4bed open market sale home to cross subsidise the affordable homes 
1x3b5p open market sale home to cross subsidise the affordable homes 
 

 
Overview 

In January 2008 Helsington Parish Councillor Andrew Dobson initiated discussions with Cumbria 
Rural Housing Trust (CRHT) Rural Housing Enabler, Judith Derbyshire, with a view to funding a 
parish level Housing Needs Survey. This followed concerns about the absence of local 
affordable housing. In April 2008 CRHT reported the survey results to the  Parish Council, 
showing a need for 17 affordable homes within the parish. Approximately 80% of survey 
respondents supported provision of local affordable homes, with the biggest perceived need 
being homes for young people.  
 
In June 2009 the CRHT CLT Officer Andy Lloyd was invited to speak to the Parish Council on 
the pros and cons of delivering affordable homes via a CLT. This led to ongoing dialogue 
between PC Vice Chair Mike Whelan and the CLT Officer about the support available to set up 
new CLT's. On the 11th February a steering group was established by inviting interested 
members of the community to take the project forward and seek to establish a CLT for 
Helsington Parish. 
 
Helsington Community Land Trust was formally registered as a not-for-profit Industrial and 
Provident Society in June 2011. The HCLT website is updated for members of the Community to 
be kept up to date https://helsingtonclt.wordpress.com/ 
 
South Lakeland District Council (SLDC) provided Officer support for the steering group and the 
CRHT CLT Officer helped the group secure start-up grants and loans from the Tudor Trust, the 
CLT Fund, SLDC and the Local Area Partnership. (summary of set-up funding under Finance 
section below). 
 
Alongside the issue of Affordable Homes the steering group were concerned to address the long 
term viability and sustainability of the parish for the future.  They were worried by the loss of 
community held assets in the parish over the previous decades and were aware that Council 
and Housing Association homes could be lost through the Right to Buy. They concluded that a 
Community Land Trust was a way of addressing that loss by acquiring community assets which 
would be held in perpetuity for local use. HCLT used the set-up grants to engage solicitor Sarah 
Lines who incorporated the Trust in June 2011 as a not for private profit, community owned 
company incorporated as Registered Society with the ability to support a range of community 
enterprises (incorporation and rules below). 
 
HCLT reviewed a number of sites across the Parish and following consultation with the SLDC 
Planning department identified the site between the Wheatsheaf and Village Hall. This site was 
proposed by the HCLT under the SLDC Land allocation process as RN213. The site was 
allocated by SLDC and at the subsequent inquiry approved by HM Inspector without objection. 
The community has been consulted throughout the process and general support for proposed 
scheme is strong with membership currently 111 members / approximately 30% of the 
community, which is very high. In comparison the highly successful Keswick Community 
Housing Trust membership comprises 1% of the town population, and the Lyvennet Community 
Trust comprises 10% of the village population. Each of these schemes has received strong 

https://helsingtonclt.wordpress.com/


support from their communities and town and village councils. 
 
In December 2016, following LDNP Planners advice, the trust updated evidence of housing need 
in the parish by circulating a Register of Interest form based on the accepted CRHT survey form 
and approved by LDNP Planners. The resulting report accompanies the planning application. To 
date a total of 20 local households expressed an interest in an affordable home in the parish. Of 
these 8 households had a supportable need comprising insufficient income to access 
appropriate accommodation to rent or buy on the open market, and a recognised connection to 
the parish i.e. being born or grew up in the parish, living in the parish now, working in the parish, 
and / or having close family in the parish. A further 6 households would be eligible where a home 
cannot first be filled by a household with suitable connection to Helsington Parish. 
 
A public parish consultation on the planning application was held on 29

th
 June 2016 with the 

application then submitted 14
th
 July 2016. A revised planning application was submitted on 12

th
 

July 2017 taking into account a revised mix of house sizes and alternative drainage strategy. 
This was then discussed at a Parish Council meeting 2

nd
 July 2017. 

 
Following various discussions in the Summer of 2018 the application was put on hold, pending 
further consultation, planning and discussions with Housing Associations. 

 


